
THIS IS PLAYTEST MATERIAL

The DnD material in this article is presented for
playtesting and to spark your imagination.
These game mechanics are in draft form, usable
in your DnD campaign but not re� ned by full
game design and editing. They aren’t o�  cially
part of the game and aren’t created by the
Wizards of the Coast team.
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This optional rule allows shield bearers to sacri� ce 
their shield to reduce damage from an incoming 
attack. In this rule system, shields have their own set of 
hit points in which you can use in place of yours when 
the moment calls for it. As a reaction, a shield-bearer 
may direct the damage from an incoming attack to 
their shields pool of hit points instead of their own. If 
the damage dealt by said attack surpasses the shield’s 
hit points, the excess is dealt to the shield-bearer. 
When a shield drops to zero it breaks, losing all of its 
bene� ts.

A shield’s durability is based on the material its made 
from. Here’s a list of example shields

Shield Durability Table
Simple wooden shield  5 HP
Simple metal shield   10 HP
Well crafted wooden shield  10 HP
Well crafted metal shield  20 HP
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If your shield was damaged or broken it can be 
repaired at any armorsmith. Repair’s cost 1gp for each 
hit point recovered.

MAGICAL SHIELDS
If you choose to apply this optional rule set to magical 
shields all the same rules apply, except when a shield 
drops to zero hit points. Instead, a magic shield loses 
its properties and regains them the next dawn after 
the shield magical repairs itself. Lost properties include 
the shield armor bonus as well as any e� ects the shield 
might have.
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Buckler. +1 to AC. As a bonus action if you’ve made an 

attack with a light weapon this turn you may make an 
o� -hand attack with your buckler. 1d4 bludgeoning 
damage. Finesse.

Tower Shield. +3 to AC. While wielding a tower shield 
you’re movent is 10’ less than your max movement
speed. As a bonus action, you may plant your tower 
shield in the ground giving yourself half cover. It’s a 
bonus action to pick up your tower shield once it’s 
been used in this way.
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FEAT
Shield Expert. You may spend your action prepping 
for oncoming attacks. Your AC increases by 2, and all 
non magical ranged weapon attacks automatically 
miss until the start of your next turn. Additionally, as 
a bonus action, you may attempt to knock a creature 
prone using your shield.

FIGHTING STYLE
Shield Combatant. Your shield is considered a 
weapon. It deals 1d8 bludgeoning damage + strength 
modi� er. 
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RED SCALE
Shield, uncommon (requires attunement)
This simplistic iron and brass shield has the symbol of 
a dragon’s skull etched to the front of it. Once per day 
the shield can be activated, causing it to erupt into 
� ames. All creatures within 5 feet of you su� er 1d8 � re 
damage. This ability recharges at dawn.

SPELL BANE
Shield, legendary (requires attunement)
You gain a +1 to all saving throws caused by a spell. 
Additionally once per day you may absorb a spell that’s 
been cast within 60 feet of you. The spell must be 
5th level or lower. An absorbed has no e� ect and still 
expends the spell slot.

SPARK TONGUE
Shield, rare (requires attunement)
This shield is crafted from bright white steel and 
interlocking gold inlay made to look like lighting. This 
magic shield may be used as a weapon with these 
stats. Deals 1d8 bludgeoning damage + strength 
modi� er. Plus an additional 1d6 lightning damage.
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Designation of Open Content: The Open Content in this issue 
includes the new monsters, new magic items, and all material in 
the appendix. All other material is Product Identity, especially place 
names, character names, locations, story elements, and � ction. 
No other portion of this work may be reproduced in any form 
without permission. Some of the portions of this book which are 
delineated OGC originate from the System Reference Document 
and are copyright © 2000 Wizards of the Coast, Inc. The remainder of 
these OGC portions of these book are hereby added to Open Game 
Content and, if so used, should bear the COPYRIGHT NOTICE “1985 
Arcana,” copyright © 1985 Games, all rights reserved. 

OPEN GAME LICENSE Version 1.0a The following text is the property 
of Wizards of the Coast, Inc. and is Copyright 2000 Wizards of the 
Coast, Inc (“Wizards”). All Rights Reserved. 

1. De� nitions: (a) “Contributors” means the copyright and/or 
trademark owners who have contributed Open Game Content; 
(b) “Derivative Material” means copyrighted material including 
derivative works and translations (including into other computer 
languages), potation, modi� cation, correction, addition, extension, 
upgrade, improvement, compilation, abridgment or other form in 
which an existing work may be recast, transformed or adapted; (c) 
“Distribute” means to reproduce, license, rent, lease, sell, broadcast, 
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2. The License: This License applies to any Open Game Content that 
contains a notice indicating that the Open Game Content may only 
be Used under and in terms of this License. You must a�  x such a 
notice to any Open Game Content that you Use. No terms may be 
added to or subtracted from this License except as described by 
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resale. Permission granted to print or photocopy this document for 
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3. O� er and Acceptance: By Using the Open Game Content You 
indicate Your acceptance of the terms of this License. 
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this License, the Contributors grant You a perpetual, worldwide, 
royalty-free, non-exclusive license with the exact terms of this 
License to Use, the Open Game Content. 

5. Representation of Authority to Contribute: If You are 
contributing original material as Open Game Content, You represent 
that Your Contributions are Your original creation and/or You have 
su�  cient rights to grant the rights conveyed by this License. 

6. Notice of License Copyright: You must update the COPYRIGHT 
NOTICE portion of this License to include the exact text of the 
COPYRIGHT NOTICE of any Open Game Content You are copying, 
modifying or distributing, and You must add the title, the copyright 
date, and the copyright holder’s name to the COPYRIGHT NOTICE of 
any original Open Game Content you Distribute. 

7. Use of Product Identity: You agree not to Use any Product 
Identity, including as an indication as to compatibility, except as 
expressly licensed in another, independent Agreement with the 
owner of each element of that Product Identity. You agree not to 
indicate compatibility or co-adaptability with any Trademark or 
Registered Trademark in conjunction with a work containing Open 
Game Content except as expressly licensed in another, independent 
Agreement with the owner of such Trademark or Registered 
Trademark. The use of any Product Identity in Open Game Content 
does not constitute a challenge to the ownership of that Product 
Identity. The owner of any Product Identity used in Open Game 
Content shall retain all rights, title and interest in and to that Product 
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8. Identi� cation: If you distribute Open Game Content You must 
clearly indicate which portions of the work that you are distributing 
are Open Game Content. 

9. Updating the License: Wizards or its designated Agents 
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authorized version of this License to copy, modify and distribute any 
Open Game Content originally distributed under any version of this 
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10. Copy of this License: You MUST include a copy of this License 
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11. Use of Contributor Credits: You may not market or advertise 
the Open Game Content using the name of any Contributor unless 
You have written permission from the Contributor to do so. 

12. Inability to Comply: If it is impossible for You to comply with 
any of the terms of this License with respect to some or all of the 
Open Game Content due to statute, judicial order, or governmental 
regulation then You may not Use any Open Game Material so 
a� ected. 
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